2257 North Janssen Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60614

7th Fabruary 1979
Dear Rdouard,

I would kEe” to respond to vour letters at great length, and with all manner
of detail whd digression, hut -- alas! -- pressures of all kinds, large and small
and old €nd new, make this impossible for the moment, and require that I write
briafl¥ and hurriedly....

First, Penelope and I want to thank you for your wonderful 1imgle* drawing --
#délightful surprise -- that arrived here, in fact, on Penelgpa®s birthday (the
2%nd of January, birthday also of Francis Bacon, lord Byron and“Francis Picabia):
and when we note also that she was horn in 1942, the vear ¢hlf@t your drawing also found
its way into the world, we realize that we are once again’In the presence of an
hasard objectif, inexhaustibly fertile field for rafégvrth and revery. Merci beaucoup,
cher camarade!l!!

Regarding what we may call the "Matthesma, Xffair": I must begin bv saving that,
from the moment that we learned that Mgethews had been assigned responsibility for
the American "entries" to the dictiofigty, it seemed to all of us an unhappy cholca.
It 18 true that as a critic and sclioMr he is unquestionahly superior to the other
"leading authorities” on surregli$m in this country (Balakian, Caws, Rubin et al.);
but his competence is very gff¥etly confined, as he himself readily admits, to the
field of French literatugel, Certainly he has never evidenced knowledge or even
special interest in surremlism in the U.S. He has lived in this country for some
15 years, duping whieh"Jhe has authored seventeen hooks and many dozens of articles,
but has nop9yet Wwriefén even one article -- or even a single full paragraph. -- on
American stgreald®m) past or present. One of his students, larry R. Smith, has told
us that he asked"™Matthews why he did not write about U,S5, surrealism, and MatalBue
admitted that he lacked both the Lknowledge and inelination to do so.

It would be no sxaggeration, in fact, to sugpgest that Matthews's ghwious and
long-standing indifference to surrealism in the U.S, might well inddyte at least a
hint -- and perhaps more than a hint =-- of actual hostility. GuydDucornet (who is
himself a college professor, as vou know, and well-acquainted@Gadith the peculiar
etiquette of that milieu) has told us that a professor as ¢reminently situated as
Matthews could easily, 1f he wanted to, see to it that\€d® or three hundred univer-
sity libraries subscribed to Arsemal: all he would Fgy® to do would be to write a
few lines for one of several academic journals. WevYashked Matthews about this, but
he has never done anything in this regard. JYouN\kfiow that we have never met him; he
travels widely and often, and has even visifed®Chicago in conneetion with university
conferences, but has never visited with Wn» We all expected him to attend the 1976
World Surrealist Exhibition: yisitorg ame from across the country -- dozens from
California, from New York Ciy Mdoeluding Alice Mayoux, who happened to be sojourning
thare), from Florida, New Orleéaps 4&ta., atc., as well as, of course, from many other
countries; but Matthews did¥not¥epme) and did not even send us any sort of letter on
the occasion.

I think it is fair to say, therefore, that from our point of view, here, as
well@§§ 2s from the point of view of elementary objectivity, Matthews is incapable

of doing justice to the task assigned to him.



S e

let me add that all of us are deeply appracia e of your own vigilance in this
regard, and that we have the fullest confidenc you will do all that is possible
to make the necessary rectifications. 1S2>

As for the specific question un&exﬁi& cussion, the "rupture" of autumm 1977, we
are wholly in agreement with you. f those who have, for the moment, withdrawn
from our group have done so out on fused loyalty to their personal friends, without
any understanding of the pri d issues involved. It is certain that they have been
vietimized by misinformati nd falsehood, but we are hopeful that an eventual clari-
fication will develop. p lLamantia and Nancy Joyce Peters have reaffirmed their
belief that -- pe t tomorrow or even next year, but sooner or later -- Alice
Farley will res activity as a participant in our group. I think I mentioned
to you that s e a performance last fall that significantly was not presented
under the ces of Johnson & Burns., Mado is another who I think has no taste [for
tacks on Arsenal. And Just the other day Jocelyn Koslofsky, who lives
very n the Rothwells and sees them from time to time, told us that they (Brooke
nine) have broken with the others, and want no part of the Johnson/Burns “faction’’

0 are entirely right in concluding that we shall have to see w happens, and
meanwhile nothing should be done to prejudice subsequent de nts. This has,
‘eover, been our position from the start, for we have not, IES know, issued any
"proclamations” on this subject.... <aS§
)

I am sure that Granell will heartily concur uﬁs&: view; he told us he
thought that the "split" could not have been of vqt eat importance because, after

all, he saw no notice of it in the New York Tie;fﬁ...

And so, on this Dictionary, que fai QES> Is it possible that we might be able
to see the various entries pertainin esﬁt e U.5.” We could at least, in this case,
be sure that they were histori¢nllgb irate. When is the "deadline" for the entries?

A
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rs; We are sending you a copy of Clarence John lLaughlin's
portfolio, a#1 Eve, from which you may select some representative examples ‘(
of his wo g shall also send you one or two or three examples of Penelop ;385
"ohjectivel® fered photographs" (0.0.P.'s, after the "Objectively Nffered Ob .
signalized by Gherasim Luca in lLe Vampire passif), as well as a selection of p
morphs by J. Karl Bogartte.... (SQS&

It is exciting to learn of the book by Savinio, and I would bqggsgeiful to you
if you would send me a copy par avion, for I am very close to t letion of thie
little book. I am writing to Philippe Soupault, but I do not his address; 1f

I complete the letter in the next day or so I will merely t to you, in an en-
velope that you can complete & send to him from Paris, here are so many things
to be done in the next few days that I may not get , 80 you may as well send
his address when you write next. Do you think it ssible that Pierre Naville
might have something to say on this subject (ﬁ<§8§ sadora)”?

I have not spoken of the illustrati ‘S&or the Isadora book. Most of what T have
are more or less "realistic" sketches and portraits by artists who knew her, but I
am hoping to be able to inc g a bit mora‘"a&venturous" than these. Joseph
Cornell did a splendid phog p{tled "Hommage a Isadora,” but its dimensions
are such that T do nat thi géproduce wall. Do you have any ideas on this?
Might there not be a collage revetu by Anne Ethuin in which the name Isadora figures
in the title??? I am intending to use Picabia's "L'Oeil cacodylate,” on which Isadora

was one of the "collaboraters" (& this reminds me: Sanouillet refers to a2 "special
catalogue” or pamphlet on this work, which I would like to see - could you send a
photoecopy??7?).
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Thank you for sending the text by Frangois é‘liwm. At the "archives of dance"
at the New York Publie Library, they had onl@ or two references to her: evidently

she was "trained" in the "“classical ballet? would be interesting to know what
has become of her. Meanwhile, on the ct of "Rafus global,” T enclose a elipping
from a recent issue of a Trotskyi-li({\ r from Montreal....

L
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If Frederick Sommar dnelgs‘%re!pond to vour inquiry, let me know. He has been

seriously ill for a long ti& nd seems to have a reputation for ignoring corres-

pondence. He never answ, our invitation to participate in tha 1976 exhibitrion.

But there is a buokg work, as well as a catalogue or two, and it is possible

that you might be‘ﬁ' to obtain permission to reproduce something from these from

the publishers, é ou do not hear from him. Certainly he should be represented in
the book.

‘@writing the listings for Portugal and Spain for the Great Dictionary?’

a The charming catalogue of Anne Ethuin in Poland has arrived, a mgthless chal-

e to the new pope.... \‘\
e @ Did I mention that Philip Lamantia is preparing a vol

')%églectad writings
by Samuel Greenberg, one of the most important precursor @uurrealum in English,
on the poetie plane? This volume should be puhlishqd& this year by City Lights

in San Francisco. My volume of selected writings $ one Slim is almost ready,
and should also be published this vear -- as we another issue of Arsenal, hope-
fully another {ssue or two of The Octopus- er, and who knows what else....

Hoping all is proceeding wildly i&@?&, & looking forward to hearing from

you again soon,
@%%

‘(.:(\\ Surrealist salutations,
3 g,@?\ Frankchi
///i____,{
< o o

P.S. ~-- When are you expecting to publish the next issue of Phases? ,\({\

a O
D 1‘6&\4 j ev
) G\)'ab\jmr lexs De {’CG'IH -
%?/é News Letier ?t_i'___z '
. \&e —_—

—

e '..-f_—'lll W

e o
B TR AT



